INS 


NE. 





THE 


Cheatrical Obserber ; 


AND 


Daily Bills of the Play. 


, 4 ee 4 ee 
‘** Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.’’ 
DP LLL LA Mh 


No. 1759 Monday, July 30, 1827. Price 1d. 

er “ The Play, the Play’s the thing 1"—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. — 
English Oprra House. 

Tue Oracle, and The Serjeant’s Wife, were the performances here 
on Saturday evening, and proved very attractive. 








Dapanarkct Cheatre. 
Mr. Poor, last Saturday evening, brought out a piece at this The- 
atre ; which, by a misnomer was called “ Comic.”’ It would have been 
wonderfully tedious, if the hisses and groans of the aydience,during its 
progress, had not enlivened the entertainment. Mr. Poole is not an 
untried writer, and has gained much deserved popularity by come of 
his previous efforts; he can, therefore, bear to be told in plain terms 
of the slight defect of his ‘‘ Comic piece’’—its essential and supreme 
stupidity. ‘There was hardly a joke at which even “ gentle dullness’ 
could laugh. Common-place sentiment, (the truest mock-heroic, of 
which the performers, who were compelled to deliver it, appeared 
heartily ashamed,) formed the unhappy relief to the heaviness of the 


I, Comedy. As the piece was completely damned, we shall only give a 


8 slight sketch of the Plot, which is as follows :— 
Heartley is a British naval officer, with an exterior somewhat rough 
and cross-grained, like his country’s oak, but sound to the core.— 
His friends have recently come into power, and the chief delight of the 
Silvertongues, who are related to him, consists in playing the patron, 
and making promises to their adherents ; which they have neither the 
power nor the inclination to keep. Gabriel Gudgeon—a Plymouth 
innkeeper, and, we may add, au impossible idiot—hearing of the 
accession to place of the Admiral and his party, and conceiving him- 
self to possess strong claims on that officer’s gratitude, comes to Lon- 
don, for the purpose of pushing his fortunes at Court. He has a!- 
ready been appointed custom-house officer, through the influence of his 
patron—a situation which he considers unworthy of his genins, and 
accordingly longs for promotion; but whether to the post of Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, or General of Division, he bas not yet made 
tp his mind.—He applies to his friend the Admiral, who very pro- 
perly and naturally laughs at his request—an example not followed by 
the audience, who only yawned.—Instigated by the advice of Nick 
Sinister, ably personated by Laporte, Gudgeon throws up his situation; 
he lends 4002. to Mr. Silvertongue, and crowns his follies by resign- 
ing his inn in favour of his false friend Sinister. The Admiral now 
comes into play, and learns from Sinister, who becomes on a sudden 
amazingly commupicative, the entire extent of his machinations. Ga- 





























































































7 THE THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 


briel, having admitted that he is a fool, the Admiral reinstates him ip 
the situation he had inconsiderately relinquished, cancelling the as. 
signment, by which the Inn was conveyed to Sinister, and packs up his 
protogée in the Plymouth Mail. 

Such is a sketch of Gudgeons and Sharke ; the incidents of which 
are alike improbable, and destitute of iuterest, The characters are, 
most of them, out of nature ; and inconsistent with themselves. That 
of Cringemore Supple, a hireling scribe, dependent on the vanity, the 
interest, and the fears of the great for support, does not now exist, 
In the hero we can take no interest—he is a patient for a Junatic asy- 
lum—not a subject for the dramatic poet, who should lash no follies 
but these which are corrigible by ridicule. It is a matter of indiffer. 
ence to the audience whether Gudgeon escapes, or is overwelmed by 
his present difficulties ; because they feel similar ones wil. oe constan |; 
occurring ; aud he must at last Become their victim. ‘There is nothing 
in the dialogue to redeem the defects of plot and character to which 
we have adverted, or to make us regret the curtailments, which the 
manager informed the audience had been necessarily made in some of 
the scenes. ‘Towards the conclusion of the first act, a good deal of 
disapprobation was manifested; it increased in the second,and the play- 
ing was reduced to dumb shew. At length the stage-manager found 
it necessary to appear, and attempted to appease the audience by en- 
treating them to hear the piece to its conclusion, and assuring them 
that if they then persisted in their disapprobation, it should be with. 
drawn. ‘The play was then permitted to proceed in comparative tran- 
quility till the close; when, on its being announced for repetition, 
by Mr. Cooper, the most unequivocal marks of disapprobation were 
repeated. We understand the piece has been withdrawn. 








Fashionable Lounges.—Open Daily. 

Diorama, Regent’s Park.—T'wo New Views;—Saint Cloud, and Environs of 
Paris, taken from Bas Meudon, painted by M. Bouton; and Ruins in a Fog. 
painted by M. Daguere. with the various Effects of Light and Shade: this 
picture represents the eff-cts of a Fog, which, gradually dissipating, discovers 
the surrounding Country and Mountains.— Open daily frum 10 till 4 o'clock. 

Geneva.—Panorama, Strand.—A View of Geneva, comprising the interest- 
ing City, the beautiful Lake, the surrounding Picturesque Country, anda 
magnificent assemblage of Mountains, including the long line of the Jurar, 
the Alps of Savoy, and Mont Blanc.—Admittance 1s. 

Cosmorama, 209, Regent Street.— A new Change in the Views has taken place, 
viz.: Edinburgh, with the Effect of a Conflagration, as exhibited at the 
Diorama, at Paris, and for the first time in London—Priory of St. Julian, a 
Quevilly, with Effect of Light and Shade—Three Views of Palmyra—Bridge 
of Cords in Peru--Geneva—Glaciers of Grindelwald, and other Views no! 
iess interesting—Open from 10 till dusk—Admittance to both galleries Is. 

Tae Arottonicon, a Grand Musical Instrument, invented and constructed by 
Flight and Robson, patronized by the King, exhibiting daily, from 1 til! 4, a! 
101, St. Martin’s Lane.—The Instrument performs Mozart's Overture te ti- 
garo, and Weber's celebrated Overture to Der Freischutz—Admittance Is. 

Microcosm—A Grand iisplay of the Wonders of Nature, by means of Twelve 
Microscopes, on a scale of magnitude, never before attempted ; this bx hibi- 
tion is coutrived, &c. by Philip Carpenter, Optician,and open at his Premises. 
24, Regent Street, corner of Jermyn Street, from LI till 8 o’clock— Adm. 's 

Mr. Finn’s Fancy Glass-working Exhibition, in Miniature, displaying the \r! 
of Modelling and Working. Removed from tne Strand, ta 164, Regent Street 
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Theatre Royal, Hay-Market. 
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English Opera-House, Strand. 








This Evening the Opera of 


THE ORACLE. 


The Inca of Peru, Mr BLAND, 
Rocca, Mr PERKINS, Vilacuma, Mr. O. ATKINS, 
Faulkland, Mr PEARMAN, 
Mafferu, Mr PHILLIPS, Pedrillo, Mr THORNE, 
Attendant Priest, Mr J. COOPER. 
Orano, Mr EAST. 
Elvira di Calvedo, Miss HAMILTON, 
Myra, Miss PATON, 
Gulira, Miss GOWARD, Balisa, Miss BODEN, 
Sura, Miss PHILLIPS. 





To conclude with the new Drama, called 


The Serjeant’s Wife! 


Old Cartouch, Mr BARTLEY, 

Robin, Mr KEELEY, Dennis, Mr CHAPMAN, 
Frederick Cartouch, Mr PEARMAN, 
Serjeant Louis, Mr BLAND, Gaspard, Mr SMITH, 
Serjeant George, Mr IRWIN. 


Lisette, (the Serjeant’s Wife) Miss KELLY, 
Margot, Miss GOWARD. 


In Act I. will be introduced a new Quadrille. 





Giippon’s Cigar Divan, 42, King Street, Covent Garden. 

‘* 'Tig the pleasantest place in the world to take a Cigar in; and so yon shai! 
say, my lord.’’"—Colman. Now that the two great Theatres are closed, and 
‘‘the Summer’s come at last,” we know not a more delightful retreat frow 
‘this dusty and thickly peopled City,’’ to which we can recommend our 
friends, than The Divan. The Cigars, Coffee, Orgeat, Capillaire, Lemo- 
nade, and ‘‘ tho" last not least,”” the Society, are all excellent. A profasion 
ef Newspapers, Magazines, and Reviews are provided. 

Open from 4 to 10, Sundays excepted. 
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